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“A LITURGY TO MARK THE START OF THE CHRISTMAS SEASON” 
Instructions: The leader reads the part that is not bolded. The

whole family reads the bolded parts together.

Leader: As we prepare our house for the coming Christmas
season, we would also prepare our hearts for the returning
of Christ.

Family: You came once for your people, O Lord, and you
will come for us again.

Though there was no room at the inn to receive you upon
your first arrival,

We would prepare you room here in our hearts and here
in our home, Lord Christ.

As we decorate and celebrate, we do so to mark the
memory of your redemptive movement into our broken
world, O God. Our glittering ornaments and Christmas
trees, our festive carols, our sumptuous feasts—

By these small tokens we affirm that something amazing
has happened in time and space—

That God, on a particular night, in a particular place, so
many years ago, was born to us, an infant King, our Prince
of Peace. Our wreaths and ribbons and colored lights, our
giving of gifts, our parties with friends—These have never
been ends in themselves.

Family Prayer



They are but small ways in which we repeat that
sounding joy first proclaimed by angels in the skies near
Bethlehem.

In view of such great tidings of love announced to us, and
to all people, how can we not be moved to praise and
celebration this Christmas season?

As we decorate our tree, and as we feast and laugh and
sing together, we are rehearsing our coming joy!

We are making ready to receive the one who has already,
with open arms, received us!

We would prepare you room here in our hearts and here
in our home, Lord Christ.

Now we celebrate your first coming, Immanuel, even as we
long for your return.

O Prince of Peace, our elder brother, return soon. We
miss you so!

Amen.

Used by permission from Every Moment Holy by Douglas McKelvey.

Family Prayer



Week One
D E C E M B E R  2 - 6 ,  2 0 2 4



W A I T  F O R  I T

“And you, my child, will be called a

prophet of the Most High; for you will go

on before the Lord to prepare the way for

him, to give his people the knowledge of

salvation through the forgiveness of their

sins, because of the tender mercy of our

God, by which the rising sun will come to

us from heaven to shine on those living in

darkness and in the shadow of death, to

guide our feet into the path of peace.”

-  L U K E  1 : 7 6 - 7 9  -

pg. 7



Monday:  Read Isaiah 40:30-31

Q. Think back to a time of great anticipation for you. What
were you waiting for? How long did you have to wait?
Describe your feelings as you waited. Did it live up to your
expectations?

Q. What does hope mean? How is hope different from faith?

Q. Interesting quotes to help conversation:
“...hoping is not dreaming. It is not spinning an
illusion or fantasy to protect us from our boredom or
our pain. It means a confident, alert expectation that
God will do what he said he will do. It is imagination
put in the harness of faith. It is a willingness to let
God do it his way and in his time.” - Eugene
Peterson, Long Obedience in the Same Direction
“Hope is a projection of the imagination; so is
despair. Despair all too readily embraces the ills it
foresees; hope is an energy and arouses the mind to
explore every possibility to combat them.” -
Thornton Wilder, Theophilus North

Advent Time
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Tuesday:  Read Malachi 3:1

Q. Do you have any situations in your life that you have
recently labeled “hopeless?” What are they? What makes
them hopeless?

Q. What would it look like for God to come into those
situations? Do you believe God wants to enter those
situations? Why? Why not?

Wednesday:  Read Malachi 3:1-4

Q. What are some things that keep us from noticing Jesus in
our own lives? How about some things that make us want to
keep Jesus at an “arms length” and not let him into our lives?

Q. Do you perceive the coming of Jesus as a scary thing or a
joyful thing? Why?

Thursday:  Read John 1:6-13

Q. Why did Jesus’s people not receive him when he came?
How does the state of our hearts impact what we see God
doing? 

Q. How does an accurate view of God open our hearts to
noticing the coming of Jesus?

Friday:  Read Psalm 130

Q. What do you think it means to wait like a watchman
waits for the morning?



Week Two
D E C E M B E R  9 - 1 3 ,  2 0 2 4



W I L D E R N E S S

“The beginning of the good news about Jesus the

Messiah, the Son of God, as it is written in Isaiah

the prophet: ‘I will send my messenger ahead of

you who will prepare your way’— ‘a voice of one

calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the

Lord, make straight paths for him.’And so John the

Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.

The whole Judean countryside and all the people

of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their

sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan

River. John wore clothing made of camel’s hair,

with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate

locusts and wild honey. And this was his message:

“After me comes the one more powerful than I, the

straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop

down and untie. I baptize you with water, but he

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

-  M A R K  1 : 1 - 8  -

pg. 11



Monday:  Read Mark 1:4-5

Q. The people in this story went somewhere that had a lot of
meaning for them (the Wilderness). Think back and
remember a place that meant a lot to you and your family.
What memories do you have of that place? Why is it
important?

Q. Can you name some places that are important to our
country? Why are they important? What stories do they
tell?

Q. What do you think is the significance of the wilderness to
the Jewish people? Why is that place important? What
stories does the wilderness tell? 

Advent Time

Tuesday:  Read Mark 1: 5  &  Deuteronomy 8:1-5

Q. What do you think was going through the minds of the
people leaving Jerusalem to go into the wilderness to see
John the Baptist? Why were they thinking these things?
How might God have been working in their hearts as they
entered the wilderness?

Q. During Advent, we are asked to go (with our imagination)
into Bethlehem, a stable, and fields with angels. How does
God use these settings to stir our hearts for the coming
Kingdom?

pg. 12



Wednesday:  Read Mark 1:6  &  2 Kings 1:7-8

Q. When the Jews got to the wilderness, they saw John the
Baptist. Of whom did his appearance remind them? Why is
this significant? 

Q. Who does a fat man with a white beard dressed in a red
suit remind us of? What identity or characteristics do we
assign to that man?

Q. How did John’s appearance remind the Jewish people that
the Kingdom was coming?

Thursday:  Read Mark 1:6-8

Q. Who is reminding you lately that the Kingdom is coming?
How have they done so (a transformation you’ve seen, a
kind word, a smile...etc)?

Q. What is one tangible thing you can do this week to remind
the people around you that the Kingdom is coming? How
can you “light the firework?”

Friday:  Read Romans 15:13

Q. Can you name a hopeless situation (or person) in your life
right now? What makes that hopeless? What could you do
to bring some hope?



Week Three
D E C E M B E R  1 6 - 2 0 ,  2 0 2 4



I M M E D I A T E  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N
W E  W A I T  F O R

“In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the

angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant

of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her

and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is

with you.’ Mary was greatly troubled at his words and

wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the angel

said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with

God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to

call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of

the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his

father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants

forever; his kingdom will never end.’ ‘How will this be,’ Mary

asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’ The angel answered,

‘The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be

called[a] the Son of God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going

to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be

unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from God

will ever fail.’ ‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May

your word to me be fulfilled.’ Then the angel left her.”

-  L U K E  1 : 2 6 - 3 8  -

“And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God

and man.”

-  L U K E  2 : 5 2  -

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%201%3A26-38&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24929a


Advent Time
Monday:  Read Psalm 130:5-6

Q. Do you think most people are patient? Why/Why not?
Would you call yourself patient? Why/Why not?

Q. Why do you think we lose focus and patience with things
that take a long time? 

Tuesday:  Read Psalm 27:13-14

Q. Read this quote from Eugene Peterson’s Long Obedience
in the Same Direction: “One aspect of the world that I have
been able to identify as harmful to Christians is the
assumption that anything worthwhile can be acquired at
once. We assume that if something can be done at all, it can
be done quickly and efficiently.” Do you agree with Eugene
Peterson? Why/Why not?

Q. What are some ways people DO manage to maintain
focus on these things that take a long time (perhaps start by
making a list of things that we normally have to wait a long
time to get - drivers license, promotion,...etc)? How do these
strategies relate to our own Spiritual Growth?
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Wednesday:  Read Psalm 33:20-22

Q. Read this quote from Eugene Peterson’s, Long Obedience
in the Same Direction: “There is a great market for religious
experience in our world; there is little enthusiasm for the
patient acquisition of virtue, little inclination to sign up for a
long apprenticeship in what earlier generations of Christians
called holiness.” Do you agree with Peterson? Why/Why
not?

Thursday:  Read Luke 1:38

Q. What is the relationship between Mary saying “yes” to
God and what God was able to do in her? 

Friday:  Read Luke 2:52

Q. What does this Scripture say about Jesus? How does that
relate to our own transformation? 



Week Four
D E C E M B E R  2 3 - 2 7 ,  2 0 2 4



L E T  T H E R E  B E  L I G H T

“In the beginning was the Word, and

the Word was with God, and the Word

was God. He was with God in the

beginning. Through him all things were

made; without him nothing was made

that has been made. In him was life, and

that life was the light of all mankind.”

-  J O H N  1 : 1 - 4  -

pg. 19



Monday:  Read Psalm 27:1

Q. Take a few moments to have everyone go around and
share a time when they were afraid.

Q.How does light affect our fear?

Advent Time

Tuesday:  Read John 3:19-21

Q. What kind of “light” is John talking about in this passage?

Q. Why are some people afraid of the LIGHT instead of
afraid of the dark?

Wednesday:  Read 1 John 1:7

Q. What does it mean to “walk in the light?” 

Thursday:  Read Psalm 139:23-24

Q. What is a search light used for?

Q. Why do we need God to search our hearts?

Friday:  Read John 8:12

Q. How is Jesus the light of the world?



Week Five
D E C E M B E R  2 9  -  J A N U A R Y  3 ,  2 0 2 5



J O Y  &  J E S U S  A R E  H E R E

When the time came for the purification rites

required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took

him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is

written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male

is to be consecrated to the Lord’, and to offer a

sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of

the Lord: ‘a pair of doves or two young pigeons.’ Now

there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who

was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the

consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him.

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he

would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.

Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts.

When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for

him what the custom of the Law required, Simeon

took him in his arms and praised God, saying:

‘Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now

dismiss your servant in peace. For my eyes have seen

your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight

of all nations: a light for revelation to the Gentiles,

    and the glory of your people Israel.’

pg. 22



The child’s father and mother marveled at what was

said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to

Mary, his mother: ‘This child is destined to cause the

falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign

that will be spoken against, so that the thoughts of

many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce

your own soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna,

the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was

very old; she had lived with her husband seven years

after her marriage, and then was a widow until she

was eighty-four. She never left the temple but

worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming

up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to

God and spoke about the child to all who were

looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.

When Joseph and Mary had done everything required

by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to

their own town of Nazareth.

-  L U K E  2 : 2 2 - 3 9  -

J O Y  &  J E S U S  A R E  H E R E
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Monday:  Read Matthew 1:23

Q. Can you share a story about when you felt alone?

Q. Why is it important to remember that God is with us?

Christmas Time

Tuesday:  Read Matthew 28:19-20

Q. We can’t see Jesus. What does he mean by, “I am with
you always…”?  

Wednesday:  Read Luke 10:38-42 

Q. Would the people who you know you best say that you
pay attention to your environment? (Do you notice the
laundry on the floor?!)

Q. What are some things that are distractions to you?

Q. What usually distracts people from paying attention to
God?

Thursday:  Read Hebrews 12:1-3

Q. What does it mean to fix our eyes on Jesus?

Friday:  Read Psalm 121

Q. How does it increase your joy to remember that God is
watching over you?
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